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SYLLABUS
COURSE DESCRIPTION

A biblical theology of the Kingdom of God will be developed. The history of the theology will be analyzed and its impact on the church, politics, missions, and soteriology will be reviewed. The biblical concept of inaugurated eschatology will be employed to develop a Kingdom ethic that practically informs the doctrines of soteriology, ecclesiology, and eschatology. Credit hours: 2

COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
1. 
Develop a thorough biblical theology of the Kingdom of God.

2. 
Trace the history of the theology of Kingdom and understand how it has impacted the church, missions, and political engagement in the past.

3. 
Understand the concept of inaugurated eschatology and be able to incorporate that into a theology of the Kingdom.

4. 
Synthesize your Kingdom theology into a Kingdom ethic that provides theological grounding to cultural encounters.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Attendance:

The class will follow a seminar format, so you are responsible to attend all sessions, and participate in class lectures and discussions.

Reading (50 hours):

You will read the following:

$ 
Russell D. Moore.  The Kingdom of Christ.  Wheaton: Crossway, 2004.

$ 
Craig Blaising and Darrel Bock, Progressive Dispensationalism. Grand Rapids: Baker (BridgePoint Books), 2000 (selected portions)

$ 
Darrell L. Bock, ed. Three Views on the Millennium and Beyond. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999. 

$ 
Graeme Goldsworthy. Gospel and Kingdom. Waynesboro: Paternoster Press, 1981.

$ 
George E. Ladd.  A Theology of the New Testament, rev. ed.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, Zondervan, 1993. (Selected portions)

$ 
Todd Miles. A Kingdom without a King (email me for this article)

Reading assignments are listed on the course calendar.  To aid in discussion and understanding of the material, the reading due on the first day of class must be done on time. If you have the opportunity, completion of all the course reading prior to June 14 would be ideal, but not necessary. A reading log (attached) will be turned in by August 1 where you will have recorded your progress through the reading assignments.  


Papers:

1.
You will choose an area of cultural encounter and then develop a Kingdom ethic that addresses that area.  More details will be given in class.  Papers should be 15-20 pages in length (double-spaced, 12 pt. font).

Topics must receive instructor approval prior to beginning the paper. Due August 1. (15 hours)

2.
You will write two exegetical papers on two of Christ’s Kingdom parables (one per parable).  Each paper must include an exegetical section (~3-4 pages); an analysis of the concept of an inaugurated Kingdom (~1 page) ; and a section that discusses contemporary relevance/theology (~2 pages). Though the papers are due August 1, enough exegetical work must be completed prior to June 14th to contribute and take the lead in the class discussions. 
Important: You must sign up for your parables ahead of time. Assume nothing.
Due August 1. (15 hours)

Book Report:

You will read one book of your choosing on the Kingdom and write a five-page book report. Specific instructions will distributed in class. This book must be ministry-oriented and the philosophy of ministry must be explicitly grounded in the Kingdom of God. Your task is to evaluate their implicit and explicit theology of the Kingdom. Two examples would be This Beautiful Mess, by Rick McKinley, and The Secret Message of Jesus, by Brian McLaren. Due August 1. (10 hours)

COURSE POLICIES

Course Grade Structure:



Reading






10%



Participation





10%



Term Paper





30%

Exegetical Papers




40%

Book Report





10%


Grading and Late Assignments:

The basic grading scale is:

99-100% = A+


95-98% = A

93-94% = A-

91-92% = B+


88-90% = B

86-87% = B-

84-85% = C+


81-83% = C

79-80% = C- 

77-78% = D+


74-76% = D

70-73% = D-. 

Borderline grades will be determined on the basis of class participation and pattern of improvement.  To receive audit credit, you must attend at least 80% of the class sessions and report that fact to the instructor by the day of the final. 

 Due dates may be varied to allow for your demanding schedule.  If you need to make such arrangements, please do so well in advance and formalize them in writing.  If prior arrangements have not been made, the penalty for a late assignment is a 10% reduction for each week that the assignment is late (5% if turned in within one week of the due date).  The maximum deduction for a late assignment is 25%.  Unless you qualify for an incomplete as defined in Western’s catalog, all assignments must be turned in by 5:00 PM on August 13, 2010.

Absence Policy:

In the event that you are unable to attend class, you should make arrangements to get notes from a colleague.  You may make arrangements in advance with a colleague to tape a session you know you will miss, but that tape is for private use only.

Assignment Format:

Unless otherwise indicated, all assignments must meet the following criteria:

·  
1 ” margins on the left, right, top, and bottom;

·  
12 point font (Times New Roman or Arial)

·  
A cover page that contains the assignment title, class title and number, your name, mail box number, and date;

·  
One staple in the top left corner

Disability Statement:

Western Seminary is committed to responding to the needs of students with disabilities as outlined in both the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Western students are assisted individually as their needs dictate. It is the responsibility of students with disabilities to identify themselves and the nature of the disability. Any student who has a disability should contact the seminary’s Disability (Section 504) Coordinator, Ken Epp, at 503-517-1815/1-877-517-1800, ext. 1815. His office is at the Portland campus. Students at the northern California campuses may contact Carrie Priest (Student Services Coordinator – San José) or PJ Oswald (Director of Student Development – Sacramento), or they may contact Dr. Epp directly. Appropriate forms will be provided and must be submitted to the Disability Coordinator’s office.

COURSE OUTLINE
I. 
Course Introduction

II. 
Developing a Biblical Theology of the Kingdom of God

III. 
Tracing the Historical Impact of Kingdom Theology

IV. 
Where Are We Today?

V. 
Where Are We Going? The Response


READING LOG
	Date
	Reading Assignment
	Completed 

On Time
	Date

Completed
	Percent

Completed

	6/14
	Ladd 1-132


	
	
	

	6/14
	Blaising 106-279


	
	
	

	6/14
	Miles - entirety


	
	
	

	6/14
	Goldsworthy - entirety


	
	
	

	8/1
	Blaising 1-49


	
	
	

	8/1
	Blaising 184-302


	
	
	

	8/1
	Moore 15-187


	
	
	

	8/1
	Bock 1-276


	
	
	


